
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

As many of you are aware, our NRA Committee was officially ratified on 

September 12 last year, with the view to re-invigorating our association. 

We began with a group of 6, unfortunately got down to as few as 3 but luckily 

in recent months expanded to 5.  The whole time though, we focussed on the 

3 main aims stated at the outset: 

1. To increase membership  

We believe strength in numbers gives us a louder voice and better 

community representation. To create interest and build support, we 

organised a series of public meetings addressing impending State 

Planning & Development changes, an historical look at Norwood’s 

Ratbags and Radicals and a Meet the Candidates Forum to better 

prepare voters for Council elections.  

 

Given life is not all WORK, we also held an informal, sociable and very 

well received Happy Hour at Lost Barrel.  

 

Believing people will support the NRA if they in turn feel supported, we 

have also tackled individual concerns and/or suggestions about shopping 

trolley management, safe lane-way egress, traffic management, the 

installation of Automated External Defibrillators and curbing nuisance 

behaviour in Coke Park etc.  Regular meetings with our Mayor Robert 

Bria have proved most constructive in exploring community initiatives, 

raising resident concerns and clarifying council policy.  

 

Happily membership is gradually growing.  

 

2. To keep residents informed about important matters relevant to 

Norwood 

Apart from the formal/informal gatherings already mentioned, the NRA 

has utilised direct Emails, Facebook posts, the Council Noticeboard, 

leaflet drops (show heritage one) and our gradually evolving Website to 

announce, reiterate or add further detail to an event or issue. With on-

line communication very much the go these days, we encourage 

everyone to continuously explore these avenues to stay informed and 

provide any useful feedback. Of late we are particularly pleased to note 

spontaneous FB interactions between people holding different 



viewpoints about rubbish collection. Healthy, courteous debate lets us 

know what you think and really helps to precipitate an acceptable 

outcome.  

 

While much that we do is designed to satisfy immediate local needs, it is 

also valuable to consider broader/macro level concerns which could 

possibly impact Norwood. With the thrust towards greater urban infill 

and development across the state, the review of Litter/Local Nuisance 

legislation is quite relevant as is the proposed Peregrine Helipad which 

will shortly be open to public comment. 

 

3. To become your voice/advocate with Council, politicians, government 

bodies and the media  

The individual is too often overlooked or stepped on in the public 

domain, which is why we need to BAND and STAND together not only as 

members of our NRA, but also as participants in a broader collaboration 

with other associations experiencing shared problems.  

In the process of grappling with the complexities of new State Planning 

policies this past year, we have forged particularly strong ties with 

Community Alliance and Kensington Residents Association. Shared 

insight has added weight to our formal written submissions and united 

our collective voices.  

Additional strategic alliances with Kent Town and St Peters are also 

forming, especially in relation to The National Trust campaign aimed at 

protecting our built heritage.   

On that score, if you haven’t yet signed the on-line petition, please do so 

and share the link with others.  

Like the Bragg Heritage Forum run by Vickie Chapman, the NRA has been 

trying for months to set a date for something similar to include our 

Dunstan member Steven Marshall. While he is vocally supportive, we are 

still on hold. In the meantime though, a Norwood Heritage Walk guided 

by well-known historian Denise Schumann is designed to show you what 

is at stake. This is planned for Saturday August 31 and further details will 

be made available per email, Facebook and our website. For those more 

at ease with a small group bus-ride, our long-term Norwood resident 

Rowena Dunk is currently fine-tuning the route she will take and the 



day(s) that tour will be available, depending on preferences. A minimal 

charge of $5.00 will apply. 

 

SUMMARY 

It has been a whirlwind since September, but overall I feel our NRA 

Committee (which includes ALL past and present members) has made 

great strides.  This stems from a pooling of valuable life and business 

skills, extensive local knowledge, team-work and dedicated effort. In 

recent months the willingness of Colin Murray and Ian Radbone to be 

co-opted to this group has helped immensely… along with a sense of 

humour and a few glasses of good red!!!   

 

Aside from the Committee, there are others who need to be recognised 

for their tireless and selfless input.  Lyn Arden constantly supports the 

NRA in any way she can, be it as a sounding board, activist, writer, 

poster designer, leaflet distributer etc……….the list goes on.   

And then there’s Margie Faseth, who will no doubt be squirming right 

now. Let’s just say that the gargantuan project she orchestrated in 

relation to our recent Heritage leaflet drop for Norwood was executed 

BRILLIANTLY!! Adrian Redden also does a great job ensuring NRA notices 

are routinely and strategically placed on our community noticeboard, 

while our co-opted Liaison Officer Barbara Stopp keeps us informed 

about broader but relevant social and political issues and their possible 

impact upon Norwood. 

 

As you can see, all contributions large or small, add value. People may 

not be able to assume an office bearing role or join a committee full-

time, but ALL OF US have some talent, time, project we could run or idea 

we could share to benefit our association. Amazingly, despite very few 

thus far shouldering any workload, we have come a long way.  

Realistically though, the current situation is unsustainable long term and 

the NRA is unlikely to flourish unless more members actively volunteer 

their services to support it. I urge you all to consider what part you can 

now play. 

 

ELECTIONS: Jim Dunk 



While I know you are all champing at the bit to hear where the NRA 

plans to go from here, in deference to our Guest Speaker I’ll simply list 

FOUR existing preoccupations which will carry over into this next term.   

 

They are: 

 

1. To continue fighting to preserve a worthy, irreplaceable asset- our 

Built Heritage 

2. To increase membership and strengthen our wider support network 

3. To refine our website layout and visual appeal 

4. To engage with and involve the Norwood community in such ways as 

to add enjoyment, knowledge and value to their lives 

 


