November 2020
Where in Norwood is this?
When we first saw this pedestrian button, we thought, that’s good, but it’s a bit
late. The pandemic is practically over as far as SA is concerned!
Now we are not so sure…
In any case, it might help us from catching colds in the future.
The second panel reads:
“Hold hand close without touching.
Green blink acknowledges call.”
You can see the little light next to the button that blinks when you hold your hand
close by.

The subject of last month’s photo would have been
familiar to those of us who went on the heritage walk
conducted by Denise Schumann. The vine, which is in the
grounds of the Norwood Primary School, can be reached
off Osmond Terrace.
It is possibly the oldest vine in South Australia and was
originally part of a vineyard that extended down to
Sydenham Road.
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Your committee at work
In the past month we wrote a submission on the Council’s Smart City Strategy (thanks Tom).
President Ian Radbone and former President Chris Francis attended a webinar organised by the State Planning
Commission to discuss the recently-released Planning and Design Code, Phase 3. (See below.)
Also several committee members attended the annual general meeting of the Community Alliance of South
Australia, an umbrella group for Adelaide’s residents associations.
Ian and committee member Alison Wood also attended a meeting of the NPSP residents associations, which
Ian chaired.

October meeting
Thanks very much to the Norwood Football club and in particular to groundsman Barry Solomon, CEO James
Fantasia, and former Director Michael Pratt for hosting us at our October General Meeting. It was fascinating
to see the new facilities, as well as to go under the stands, “backstage”. Norwood now has the best facilities of
any suburban ground.

And Michael gave us an entertaining account of how the club has fared since the bitter days when it was
forced to sell the old Redlegs club at the turn of the century.

Planning and Design Code out for consultation - again
With a new planning minister comes a change of heart about consultation on the State government’s Planning
and Design Code. The government consulted on it a year ago, but it was so riddled with mistakes that we
didn’t know what was intended and what was a mistake. The government has now succumbed to a great deal
of pressure from the community (including 1790 submissions and a petition with 14,000 signatures that led to
a parliamentary inquiry) and has now released a new version for consultation.
You have until 18 December but don’t leave it until the last minute. It will take a while to learn how to explore
the Code using the government website. (The Plan SA website has a video guide on how to explore the Code.
You can also book in a webinar for further help.). The government has produced a Summary of PostConsultation Amendments. It doesn’t go into the detail of what they plan for Norwood, but does give you
clues as to what to look for.
Among the changes has been a recognition of the former “Contributory Items” - houses and other buildings
that help to create a neighbourhood’s character. This has been a key demand from residents’ associations.
(Norwood did not have registered Contributory Items.) The new version of the Code calls these
“Representative Buildings”.
A couple of things that you won’t learn from the government website:
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(1)

According to Advertiser journalist Renato Castello, both the Institute for Landscape Architects and
Royal Institute of Architects have been told that developers will be able to bypass the requirement to
provide a tree when undertaking urban infill if they pay the government an indulgence of $300. That
is how much a tree is worth, according to the state government.

(2)

It seems that whatever the height limitations imposed by the Code, developers will be granted
“bonus” floors for not much effort. This is a feature of the draft Development Plan Amendment (DPA)
proposed by the state government for the former Schweppes site on Payneham Road.

The Schweppes site on Payneham Road
The NPSP Council has been told that while the height limit is nominally five storeys, the “real” (negotiable?)
limit is seven storeys under a “30% height bonus policy” that appears in the draft DPA. The bonus would be
awarded if the development if any one of the following applies:
•
•
•

retains a listed heritage place or other building that makes a positive contribution to a local area; or
includes more than 15% of dwellings of affordable housing; or
includes three nominated design measures and three sustainable design measures.

Council were told by staff that this policy was designed to encourage amalgamation of land parcels into sites of
more than 2,500m2, but is proposed for the Schweppes site even though no such amalgamation is needed. A
similar bonus (from 3 to four storeys) is also proposed for the Ottos Timber site in Stepney, where once again
no amalgamation is involved. We think that the Council staff’s advice to Council is so valuable that we have
extracted it from the meeting agenda and uploaded it to our website.

Portrush Road/ Magill Road widening - coping with noise
NPSP Mayor Robert Bria has told Council that he and Council CEO Mario Barone met with Premier and local
member Steven Marshall about the widening of the intersection and council’s proposal that the leftover land
on the Norwood side be used for open space. They reported that the Premier said that he would talk to
Transport Minister Corey Wingard about it.
Regular readers will know that we expressed our support for this proposal in our September newsletter.
However we have since heard that residents from Prosser Street, which is immediately west of the site, don’t
want this, fearing that it will expose them to more noise from Portrush Road - especially as all that they’ve
been offered by the Department for Infrastructure and Transport for noise prevention is a colorbond fence!
However they do support the Department’s proposal, which it seems now is that the land be sold to provide
two storey housing. This they feel would provide the best noise buffer for them.
We have since written to the Dunstan electorate office withdrawing our previous support for the open space
option, urging the Premier to ensure that noise amelioration for the Prosser Street residents is top of mind in
any decisions about what is to be done with the land. Our letter also suggested that traffic noise on Portrush
Road had grown in recent years, possibly due to less enforcement of regulations applying to heavy vehicles.
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Council presses government to regulate housing devoted to Airbnb
As we noted in the October edition of Norwood Matters, the use of residential properties for Airbnb can cause
problems for neighbours. Councils have been told that the use of a house for short term accommodation via
Airbnb is not considered “development” and so is not subject to planning controls.
This may seem reasonable if someone is letting out a spare bedroom, but it seems that Airbnb has proved so
popular that people are building or converting whole houses to be used in this way. St Peters Ward Councillor
Kester Moorhouse successfully moved
“That the Chief Executive Officer write to the Minister for Planning requesting a review of planning
legislation, such that the short-term rental (fewer than 28 days) of a residential property primarily
used for short-term accommodation, constitutes a ‘change in land use’ requiring development
authorisation from the relevant planning authority and give consideration to other mechanisms to
minimise amenity impacts on occupants of adjacent properties.”
As well as claiming that communities are “fed up” with anti-social behaviour and parking issues when whole
houses are let out this way, Councillor Moorhouse also argued that “Every property being used purely for
short-term rental is one less property on the market available for long-term rental. That means fewer houses
available for people to actually live in, and that contributes towards housing shortage.”
Whether the State Government takes any notice of this, SAPOL can be called in cases of anti-social behaviour,
and Council do have powers to prevent a nuisance under the Local Nuisance and Litter Control Act 2016.
So you are not powerless.

Did you know?
If residents of the neighbouring
Burnside City Council want to go
to the pub, chances are they will
come to Norwood. Tell us if
we’re wrong, but we can only
think of one pub in the entire City
of Burnside - the Feathers at the
corner of Glynburn Road and
Greenhill Road.
If we don’t think Norwood’s
seven provides enough choice,
we have another six within easy
walking distance on a warm
summer’s evening.

Past matters
In a break from our usual look at individual properties, we thought you’d like to know about an article
published for the National Trust by heritage architect Sandy Wilkinson, which largely features Norwood.
(Sandy lives in Norwood.) We have posted the article on our website. Here is a snippet.
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OUR UNLISTED HERITAGE
By SANDY WILKINSON (Architect)
Beyond the current 2,301 State Heritage, 7,250 Local Heritage and 11,810 Contributory Items
in South Australia, countless historical properties remain unlisted. Less than 3% of Adelaide’s
buildings are protected from demolition.

In fact the notion of heritage listings seems to be caveated with an assumption that it
encompasses just a small representative collection of our history rather than constituting the
very fabric of our state.
A current snapshot of heritage listings in the southern portion of NORWOOD (bounded by
Fullarton Road, Kensington Road, Portrush Road and The Parade) for example, reveals that
the Historic Conservation Zone (HCZ) constitutes a mere 10% of our largely historic residential
area. Outside the HCZ only the gems are protected as individual Heritage items, whereas the
bulk of the houses forming these historic streets are not.
This house in Norwood in the Norwood Residential Character (Norwood) Zone is to be
demolished, yet the under-bidder had planned to restore it.
Do we want our heritage left to chance like this?
Heritage listing and notably demolition protection has always been politically fraught. Whilst
in the UK and Europe, retention and adaptation of existing historic buildings is an almost
implicit understanding, in Australia the notion of ‘my home is my castle and I can do what I
want with it’ pervades.
In various roles as a planner, heritage advisor and architect over the years, I have witnessed
many needless built heritage losses to suit the interests of developers. I believe there is
potential to achieve urban consolidation as sought by the State Government 30 Year Plan
without losing our cherished historic stone housing stock, the vast majority of which still
remains unlisted and unprotected.

Mitcham gets a bargain
Remember the fuss over Council putting up $100,000 to replace the piano in the Norwood Concert Hall? The
Mayor tried to reverse the decision after media criticism, but second time round the vote was even stronger
for a new piano.
The Mayor pointed out that the old piano was in good working order, so it seems that Mitcham Council has got
a bargain. The Adelaide East Herald (19 November) reveals that we sold the piano to them for $3,500. It is
now in the Cumberland Park Community Centre.
Speaking of the Adelaide East Herald, it also has a story about a store selling lukoumades (sort of Greek
donuts) opening on The Parade (yum!) and a useful guide on getting the best out a google search. Did you
know that you can use the search to do calculations, or set a timer?
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Domestic matters
From the cooking collations of the Green Housewife
CORDIALS for the HOT WEATHER
Remember when your mother’s cupboard under the sink was full of brewed Ginger Beer or perhaps
other concoctions that she had from Grandma? Now of course, the big companies have the sway and
one would never dream of making them, although flavour has come back into the market with some
brands. However here are a few recipes to perhaps tempt the palate if you have the ingredients.
GINGER BEER
Boil together for 1 hour 1 gallon (1 bucketful) water, 10z bruised ginger, and 1lb sugar. Skim liquid and
pour into a vessel containing half a sliced lemon & 1/4oz cream of tartar. When cool add ½ cup yeast,
leave to work for 2 days, then strain through muslin and bottle, tying the corks down securely. [I’d
screw on a cap - Ed] Ready in a week. (Contributed from the Hunter Valley)
CIDER-ADE
Wash the apples well and mince them thoroughly without peeling or coring. Place the pulp in a muslin
bag, squeeze the juice into a basin, and to every cup of juice, add the juice of one lemon and 2 lumps of
loaf sugar. Place in a preserving pan on the stove, add a small piece of bruised green ginger and boil for
5 minutes. Make in small quantities as it will not keep for much longer than a week. To use, allow a
tablespoonful to a glass of soda water, ginger-ale or lemonade. (Contributor from Tasmania)
PAPAW COCKTAIL
Halve a ripe papaw, discard the seeds, cut the firm pulp into small dice & place in glasses. Mix in a jug
the juice of two lemons,1/2 a cup tomato juice, 1 teaspoon Worcester sauce & a pinch cayenne. Pour
some of the mixture over the papaw in each glass and top up with a piece of cracked ice.
ICED FRUIT CUP
Slice into a large jug 1 washed but unpeeled orange and half a lemon. Add a sprig of mint, a ½
tablespoon sugar and then a thick slice of pineapple cut into small pieces. Bruise the fruit with a
wooden spoon, add 1 cup orange juice and 1 cup lemon juice then leave for 1 hour.
When the drink is needed fill the jug with COLD ginger beer and lemonade in equal quantities and add
some ice. Serve with Christmas dinner. (Contributor from Paddington)

From our Facebook page
Here are some recent posts on the Norwood Residents Association Facebook page. Click on the image to be
taken to the item.

This Newsletter is sent to members of the Norwood Residents Association. You can join as an associate or
resident member at www.norwoodresidentsassociation.com.
Copyright © 2020 Norwood Residents Association. All rights reserved.
Our mailing address is: 7 Coke Street, Norwood, South Australia, 5067
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