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Where in Norwood is this?
We have posted the picture here on our website.
Click on the link to tell us where it is, or to
comment on any item featured in this newsletter.

Contents
Your committee at work
Next general meeting
State matters
Council matters
What's on in Norwood
Domestic matters
From our Facebook page

Your committee at work
We have taken a leading role in organising the Meet the Candidates session on behalf of the seat of
Dunstan’s residents’ associations. President Ian Radbone has
been liaising with candidates and venues, while Secretary Tom
Smith has been handling RSVPs
Ian spoke David Bevan on ABC 891 about the proposed
development on the corner of Osmond Terrace and The
Parade. (pictured)
Former President Chris Francis was interviewed by the
Advertiser for an article on Norwood’s heritage. President Ian
Radbone spoke to Jules Schiller on ABC 891 on the same topic,
and provided material for a forthcoming article in the Adelaide
East Herald on heritage in Norwood.

Next general meeting
The next general meeting will be a joint effort of the various residents’ associations in the Dunstan
electorate. It will be a chance for you to hear directly from the candidates in next month’s election, as well
as to ask them questions. The meeting will be held at the Banquet Hall, St Peters Town Hall complex, from
7.30pm on Wednesday, 9 March. If you want to go, RSVP fast, as at the moment numbers are limited to
50.

State matters
Of course, State matters are dominated by the State election, to be held on Saturday, 19 March. You have
until 25 February to enrol or to update your enrolment.
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CASA’s election asks
The umbrella group of residents associations, the Community Alliance of SA, has
produced a four-page election platform. Election tasks are grouped under four
headings:
•
•
•
•

good governance, including reforming the State Planning Commission
banning developer donations to parties [why stop at developers?]
heritage protection and promotion, and
a community engagement charter.

The document also calls for more action on our dwindling tree canopy, and for a
freight train and truck bypass around Adelaide.

Department for Infrastructure and Transport shifts problem onto local streets
Regular readers may recall a recent discussion about the possibility that the state government is dealing
with congestion on its arterial roads by encouraging motorists to “rat run” on local streets. (We all know
streets in Norwood that are used in this way.) We now have more evidence that the Department is
deliberately pushing cars onto local streets in order to take pressure off major intersections.
Parliament’s Public Works Committee discussed the government’s plan to remove right hand turns from
Fullarton Road into Glen Osmond Road. Mr Bishop, of the Parkside Fullarton Traffic Group, told the
Committee:
“At the initial consultation, the department staff said, and I can almost quote word for word, We
have no idea. They will have to find their way through the residential streets.”
Mr Bishop pointed out the danger of those motorists later turning right onto Glen Osmond Road at an
unsignalized intersection.
You can read the discussion from page 29 of the transcript. It’s worth downloading, since John Lombardi, a
resident of Prosser Street in Norwood, also discusses how residents like him have been treated and his
difficulties contacting local State and Federal MPs on the matter.

Council matters
Heritage Strategy and Action Plan to be prepared
The February meeting of the Council adopted a motion of Mayor Robert Bria to ask the administration to
report back in March on the idea of developing a City of Norwood Payneham & St Peters Built Heritage
Strategy and Action Plan. The motion said that the Mayor was told by staff it could be completed by May
or June.
Readers might recall that the October council meeting called for a report on how to better protect our built
heritage, which is disappearing at an alarming rate. (Two of Norwood’s 100+ year-old houses were
bulldozed in January.) Council have now been told that a response to this request will be provided at the
March meeting.
We hope that the development of a strategy will not delay the urgent need to actually do something to
protect our old houses.

Beulah Road
It’s good to see the final stage of the Beulah Road Bicycle Boulevard Project being undertaken. This is the
Nino Solari Plaza, which will be in the Osmond Terrace median. The plaza, commemorating a past
champion of the Norwood Cycling Club, will feature better crossings of the median for pedestrians and
cyclists, as well as a bike repair station, public art and seating.
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Draft Tree Strategy
We all appreciate the view of trees on our neighbours’ properties, and it is good to see that Council has put
some serious thought into how we are to protect this important feature of our lives.
The draft Tree Strategy 2022-2027 has now been released for
consultation. It has lots of interesting information, with graphs,
illustrations, photos and maps, as well as factoids: for instance, in the
past four years there have been 74 insurance claims relating to trees, of
which:
• 70 were denied
• 2 were withdrawn, and
• 2 are yet to be settled.
Also, in their ranking of council’s suburbs by tree canopy cover,
Norwood is right in the middle, at 25%, in a range that extends from
Glynde (12%) to St Peters (35%).

surfaces.

The strategy sets the “commitment” to a 20% increase in the canopy
cover by 2045, or about 19,000 more trees than we have now. The
canopy target might not sound like much but is probably a tough ask,
given ever replacement of private gardens with buildings and hard

Other interesting features are a “palette” (i.e. list) of street trees to choose from, and the identification of
two that have been used in the past but won’t be in the future; White Cedars and Queensland Box.
Treenet inlets are to be used to improve the health of trees and the council intends to consult with local
residents on what trees will be planted in their streets.
To our mind, a disappointing element is the ignoring of opportunities to involve the community more, for
example in the mapping of trees and possibly adopting young trees. Perhaps past experience has taught
bureaucrats not to rely on individual residents, but the Kent Town Residents Association has shown that
individual residents, backed up by a community organisation, can be relied on.
The opportunity for comment closes on Friday 4 March.

Webbe Street car park on the backburner
At the beginning of the current council’s term three years ago it was decided that the feasibility of adding
another level to the Webbe Street car park would be investigated. However the February meeting of the
Council was told that “due to other priorities (as determined by the Council) and staff workload, this
project is scheduled to be undertaken and completed by the end of the 2021-2022 financial year.”
Don’t hold your breath.
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Balloons not to be banned
Children will probably be relieved to know that balloons will not be banned in Norwood. Councillors have
supported a staff view that the Council recommend to the State government that balloons be included in
the list of single use plastics to be banned. The Mayor presented a brave face:
"With anything that seems to be controversial someone has to take the lead, and right now it looks
like Norwood Payneham and St Peters is the Council that shot Bambi."
However Council doesn’t have power to ban balloons, apart from on its own land. And the State
government has made it clear that it won’t be the grinch (or deer hunter).
It appears that the children’s gain is the sea birds’ loss. The ABC cited a University of Tasmania/ CSIRO
study finding that balloons were the "highest-risk plastic debris item for seabirds".

What’s on in Norwood
The Fringe is on and the Adelaide Arts Festivals will soon be and there's plenty happening locally.
Just one Festival show (Girls and Boys at The Odeon Theatre) but plenty of Fringe offerings at Norwood
Concert Hall, Norwood Hotel, The Odeon, Hungarian Hall, Lithuanian House and slightly further afield at
Regal Theatre, Little Bang Brewing and others.
Of course, The Garden of Unearthly Delights and Gluttony are on our doorstep and have literally hundreds
of shows available. WOMADelaide also returns to its rightful home in Botanic Park.
Check out all the details on the Showbook website (www.showbook.com.au) and app or on the individual
festival websites."

Domestic matters
Difficult spots in the garden
Different yards, depending on their orientation, N, S, E or W, cause plants to behave differently. How
am I going to find the perfect plant or why won’t this plant grow when my neighbour can get it to
grow?
•
•

•
•

Dry, exposed, north facing – succulents such as agave, echeverias & sedums. This gives plenty
of choice as to ‘leaf’ contrast, type of flower, nature of plant itself, just as all other classes of
plants vary.
East-facing beside omni-present South Australian galvanised iron fence – these fences, so
prevalent so as to not create a haven for endemic termites, do of course help to raise the
temperature on hot days, scorching plants in their vicinity – callistemons or bottle brush can
be planted as a fence shield. These plants also attract native wildlife, are not as greedy for
water once established after first few years. Red, white, lemon and pinkish varieties are
available for the home garden.
Exposed north-south driveway verge. Try Dutch irises. Plant and leave to naturalise and they
will increase over the years giving a wonderful display in the spring time. You may choose to
interplant them with something else of your own choosing.
Fencing lines – try old-fashioned large bulbs such as Belladonna, Agapanthus and Madonna
Lily. These too will increase with time to keep down any weeds that may stray along the fence
& also create variety of type and colour.

Is this helpful? Do you need to go to the local nursery or see if you can do some plant swaps? Perhaps
open garden will return in autumn to supply more ideas. Meanwhile, happy digging.

5

From our Facebook page
Click on the image to be taken to a recent post on the Norwood Residents Association Facebook page.

If you are reading this as a paper copy (for example, from the library) you can thank the Dunstan Electorate
Office for the printing.
Thinking of joining the Norwood Residents Association? Click here to found out how. Then you will have
the newsletter emailed to you every month!
Copyright © 2021 Norwood Residents Association. All rights reserved.
Our mailing address is:
Norwood Residents Association
7 Coke Street
Norwood, South Australia, 5067
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------I/we would like to join the Norwood Residents Association
Name(s):
Address:
Email address:
Post to: The Secretary, Norwood Residents Association, 7 Coke Street Norwood, 5067.
Or email: norwoodresassoc@gmail.com
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